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What three
ingredients are
needed to make a
strong essay?




eneration

e Essay Format
e Sentence Formation
e Idea Generation

Put these three in
order for you from
easiest to hardest.



INGREDIENTS OF ESSAY WRITING

FORMAT

Introduction paragraph
Body paragraph 1
Body paragraph 2
Conclusion

NO PROBLEM:)

SENTENCE FORMATION IDEA GENERATION
Extending sentences from e Brainstorming
simple to complex e Categorizing/Grouping
Integration of grammar topics e Ouitlining

Integration of vocabulary

SHOULD BE PRACTISED MORE!!



In addition to the ingredients, there is also a process....
Can you name these steps?

The Writing Process
Steps in Writing an Essay

\- ; - STEP 4
l STEP 1 J STEPS &
% S o
\\ STEP 2 J Final Draft!




The Writing Process

Steps in Writing an Essay
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Which ingredients
should be focused on in
each step of the writing
process?

Prewriting:
Organizing:
Drafting:

Revising:

-

Pre-
Writing

-

Idea
Generation
F
I Drafting I J
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Planning
and
Organizing

Revising
and Editing

¢,

I Final Draft! ]




STEP 1: Prewriting = Idea Generation Topic: Causes of War
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After brainstorming, you should think about how to group/organize ideas.
You want two related ideas together in each body paragraph, and you don’t
want any of your ideas to be too similar.



STEP 2: Organizing = Format

Body 1 Topic

Topic/Essay Supporting
Type Ideas
Details

Body 2 Topic

Thesis Supporting
it Ideas

Details




BACK TO STEP 1: Prewriting = Idea Generation

There are other approaches to brainstorming that can make it easier.
The method you use will depend on the type of essay and topic you choose.

e Short-term vs. \ong—’rerm
e Different pom’rs of view
e Divide a \arge idea into smaller ones

e Combine small ideas into a larger one



STEP 2 Organizing (Format) AGAIN: Create an outline for one of the topics
you just practiced. Make sure you have something in EVERY BOX.

Body 1 Topic

Topic/Essay Supporting
fype Ideas

Details

Body 2 Topic

Thesis Supportlng
Ideas Ideas

Details

Once this part is done, you can stop focusing on thinking of ideas and start
focusing on getting them written down. On to STEP 3...



STEP 3: Drafting = Sentence Formation

You want to write the easy parts faster so that you can spend more time writing the harder and more
complex ideas. To write faster:

1. You should be able to write thesis statements, topic sentences, and conclusion sentences ve
ulckly. You should know the standard structures to use for these so you don't have fo spend much
time on them. You can find these In your writing course materials.

2. You should be able to easily rememmber what part of the essay you are working on and what part
Is coming next. In this way, you can easily use the r\g{\’r connectors and transition phrases. For this,
Yyou should know essay format and connectors WEL

3. You should have all your \deas, including your detalls and examples, already organized (written
anywhere on your paper in any way that helps you). You don't want to stop writing sentences to
think about \deas.

By doing these things, you can focus on explaining your ideas well. You want your ideas to be
well-written, strongly voiced, and engaging. You are trying fo make your reader interested In your \deasl



STEP 3: Drafting = Sentence Formation

Academic writing requires using a variety of sentence styles.
Your sentences should not all be simple sentences.
Here are three ways to improve your sentences.

A. Extending sentences from simple to complex iso see PDF from previous workshop)

Issues among countries can cause battle.
When complex issues arise between countries, it is possible that a war will start.

Wars can happen between people and governments.

Wars can happen not only between countries but also between citizens and their
government.



STEP 3: Drafting = Sentence Formation

B. Integration of grammar topics (Ex. relative clauses, conditionals)

Starving is the worst problem in society.

Starvation, which causes thousands of children to die, is a huge problem around
the world.

Food from rich countries can help poor countries.

If rich countries gave food to poor ones, nobody would starve.



STEP 3: Drafting = Sentence Formation
WHY DO WE

NEED
C. Integration of vocabulary (Ex. hedging language) THEM?

Issues among countries cause war.

In some cases, political issues among countries can cause war.
Starving is the worst problem in society.

Starvation seems to be one of the worst problems in society.

Quantifiers: Verbs (and negative forms): | Modal verbs:
some seem 1o can
many appear to could
most tend to may
To avoid making
Expressions: Frequency adverbs: Probability adverbs: generalizations
In many cases, .. sometimes 0ssibt
Generally speaking, .. often ikely/ unlikel
..One ofy P frequently probyéxbly ! To soften our words and

make them less fixed



STEP 4 Revising:

- You should save a few minutes at the
Sentence Formation

end to REVISE your sentences.

e the café on the uppPer  When you are revising, change your
sy set up outs! e S way of thinking to being an analyst.

sun already blazing You should already be familiar with
the types of errors you commonly

i o bt th make. (If you’re not, your writing
ed with the scent OI 1 \ teacher definitely is - ask them!)

NOBODY writes peh“ec’r\y Make a short list of the most

important ones that you can use to

on their first draft. revise your first draft.

the morning, the



STEP 4 Revising:

A
v_
V—
v_

| need to check all my subject-verb agreement.

A Eg. third person singular (“s™)

A Eg. no missing verbs (especially forms of
“be”)

| need to check singular-plural mistakes.
d Eg. “Another countries”
3 Eg. “this children”

| need to check | am using the right form of a
word.

A Eg. verb tense (choose vs chose)

A Eg. word form (success vs succeed)



Subject-verb agreement

People doesn’t take good points...
One of the causes of poverty are ...
First problem water shortage.
Singular/plural

This problems

This people

This solutions

Another causes

Word families

If students choice medicine,...

The secondly causes of ...
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Please take one
minute to give
us feedback on
the workshop
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ITU/ SFL UPP PROFICIENCY LEVEL ESSAY GRADING CRITERIA

ANSWER TO QUESTION

FLOW OF IDEAS

ORGANIZATION

GRAMMAR

VOCABULARY

Question iz answered

Ideas flow completely cohasively due

The eszzay includes:
*an mtroduction with appropriats background mformation

Advanced grammatical
structures are used frequently

Appropriate expressions as
well as advanced vocabulary

18 - thoroughly with interesting to flexible and skillful use of linking and effactive thesis statement. Y 3 ¥ 5
2 insights and well-supported words, skillful refarencing® and a *body paragraphs with.slear topics and well-developed a?d ﬂembl% with a high degree | are “!ed_“ ith 2 high degree of
ideas. logical flow of ideas. supporting ideas. QL IcCHIAcy.- decuracy:
*a conclusion with 2 strong summary and final comment.
e The eszay includes: . . T
) Ideas ﬂo“' cohesively dus to ) %2 strong introduction but backsround information may not Easier grammatical structures There =2 good range of ]
Simpler aspects of the effective use of a range of cohesive R R Y P T o R T e A i are generally used accurately academic vocabulary which
15- question are answered well, devices without overuse. erfect e - but advanced structures, while expresszes ideas clearly but
17 but complex 1deas are not Occasionally, links between 1deas are l”b e 5 b with clesr bopica: mcat idass axe often attempted, contain zome some errors in word choice,
explained fully or explained not fully clear. Referencing i= uzed - orf ad fullg\!') but not all pocs; errors. The errors do not affact word formation and
with less clanty. effactively but there may beemrorsm | PP Ak R . . | communication. collocations.
a good conclusion though summary or final comment may
complex sentences. EReaY
be a bit brief.
The eszay has Basic expressions are generally
- 3 . " 1 3 1 . 5
Thiats s basically an The essay shows a logn-:al thought an mtrodt-xctlon r.nth adequ_ate bac?:ground and a thesis Risiirg SER—— used correct:l} . Somet:_lmes
E process, ideas generally flow which may be a bit machanical or vague but vocabulary 1s insufficient to
adequate response which g - 2 < 2 usually used accurately and : ,
" x cohesively and formal connectors comprehensibla. body paragraphs have RITE express complex ideas clearly
answers the question dirsctly. g ) : 35 overall meaning is generally A S
Th ot (such as, although, therefore) are generally clear topic sentences with supporting ideas that ol Admibad et but generally word choice does
12 - e s S oo uzed well. Occasional wrong usa or are relevant but may lack some development or have wezk T aneen. S o e not causze difficulty for the
problems with simple ideas sometimes used correctly
14 bt 1 b lack of connectors makes the areas. Ceiosd e but | Teader.
O oy may os comnnection between some ideas *a conclusion with somewhat weak summary and/or final At e s The writer may be a rizk taker
avoided or not explained difficult Ref: TS sometimes avoided or used = 7 2
clearly. cult to grasp. Referencmg 12 comment. ) et with a mix of complex, correct
attempted but there are some arrors, The essay may contain fraquently-used or over-used = vocabulary and some basic
underusze and’/or lack of clarity. phrasez, but they are generally usad corractly and help make errors.
the structure clear.
There 15 a mmimally Ideas are present but the student The writing 15 in essay format and may make use of Some zentences are producad Basic vocabulary 1s mmmally
adaquate response, but there struggles to communicate them. Use memorized phrases for key sentences like the thesis correctly, but there are frequent | adequate to express ideas but
10 are one or two irrelavant of connectors 1s gzenerally zimple st t or topic sent Theze phrases are only errors or gyarsunplicity in there are obvious limitations
1 % ideasz or examples which (and’'but/so/bacauss) with little sometimes uzed effectively, but there is a thesis and lanzuage use. Most attempts at and some mistakes even with
detract from the eszay and correct use of more complex underlying organization. The supporting ideas are often complex structures causze basic expressions. Errors causze
make it overall inzufficient. comnectors. Rather than refarencmg, unclear. The conclusion has 2 weak summary and final difficulty in understanding for some difficulty for the reader.
words are over-used. comment. the reader.
- o Eop——
More than 2 handful of Ideas are prezent but df’ not_ ﬂo“. ] The writinz is g'enexal]} me 'sa) format b'ltt the format Numerous mistakes are mada Vocabulary is 2 mix of barely
5 Use of connectors, while evident, 1= contributes only occaszionally to the reader’s c = 2 N g
sentences have been written - e i - even with basic grammatical sufficient and insufficient for
X generally simple (and/but/zo/ comprehension. Memorized phrases are fraquently usad g z Z
but the response iz hard to F ; - 3 E 5 structurez. There are some the topic. There 1s evidence that
7-9 2 because) or incorract. Sentences are incorrectly or meffactively. There may be errors in
understand, fails to answer T o - S ASRS 5 5 examples of correct grammar. the student could managze
& z nearly always short. Repetition of paragraphmng. Supporting ideas are occasionally acceptable 2 2 : P
the question directly, or lacks > s RN - i ocs 5 The meaning of basic sentences | simpler communication on
2 2 words iz intrusive with almost no but often unclear. The conclusion may be missing or very 2 A 2 Z
supporting evidence. Ry S 15 generally understandable. familiar academic topics.
Ez: fs :;d::ctlse;estzonse f:rt:k?e There are very few connactions There 15 usually no clear eszay structure, or if there iz an Little Sicatlv cciract Little vocabulary iz uzed
3-6 between ideas that can be attempt to organize ideas in eszay form, the poor English B Y correctly.

question, or it iz almost
completely off topic.

understood.

makes the structure nearly urelevant.

language iz produced.




